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STATUTORY DUTIES

* Receive and consider allegations of corrupt practices,
and conduct investigations as far as practicable.

+ Investigate any suspected or alleged offences under the
Prevention of Bribery Ordinance (POBO) (Cap 201), the
Independent Commission Against Corruption Ordinance
(ICACO) (Cap 204) and the Elections (Corrupt and
lllegal Conduct) Ordinance (ECICO) (Cap 554).

+ Investigate any suspected or alleged offences of
blackmail committed by a prescribed officer by or
through the misuse of office.

+ Investigate any conduct of a prescribed officer, which
is connected with or conducive to corrupt practices and
report thereon to the Chief Executive.

STRUCTURE

The Operations Department (OPS), which is the largest
department of the Independent Commission Against
Corruption (ICAC), undertakes investigation of corruption
and related offences in the public and private sectors
under the command of the Head of Operations with
assistance from two Directors of Investigation. The Head
of Operations, who is also the Deputy Commissioner,
reports to the Commissioner. OPS is organised into four
investigation branches, each overseen by an Assistant
Director.

POWERS

OPS officers are empowered to conduct investigations,
and exercise powers including arrest, detention, search
operations, access to accounts, requests for surrender
of travel documents, restraints on suspects’ possession
or control of assets, in accordance with law or, where
appropriate, with court authorisation.

OPERATIONS REVIEW COMMITTEE

Appointed by the Chief Executive, the Operations Review
Committee (ORC) operates independently in overseeing
the investigative work of the ICAC. ORC members meet
regularly to review reports prepared by OPS and give
recommendations. These reports include:

= updates on the progress of major investigations;
= cases investigated for over a year;

= cases where ICAC bail has been granted for over
six months;

= updates on prosecutions; and

= completed investigations.

#1TEE OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT 4

41



A #1TE OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT

42

HNEZHATNRMS REGRAEZESR
RBERBHERAT AEEBFENERLT
HERAAEBEPRENSETE BN THE
BFRR B B FIM AR BB E BIFLRR
DR IEEITE

Bz

REETATEREMN BERUISMER B
BRXERAEREAREMERZ (1L
FRERRB) T ARG |1 BRATSISRAT - B
BRI EZMND BE-REANESRS
NEBREAUMVES AKERAAR
RIE R gz -

BESRGMRIE

B51RaK

TRNIZERETAESTA BEHRECER
AABBETAIMNREER REZBHRA
RERERERPLORNTHRES EWEERR
B85 MRITAUNERS BRI (25 266
366) SN BN B B EBE 58 1000 SRER - B
TEERMAESEIERYSHBEMEH
BEENERR LUAECREERAST NETEE
BRTHENEIEMBFRER BRI
INFEHERERIE o

For completed investigations, the ICAC will make reports
to ORC on recommendation to curtail those investigations,
and where necessary, refer matters disclosed during the
course of investigations to relevant government bureaux/
departments (B/Ds) or public bodies for consideration of
disciplinary or corresponding actions.

PROSECUTION

The ICAC is responsible for undertaking corruption
investigations, and analysing and forwarding the
evidence gathered to the Department of Justice (DoJ)
for consideration of institution of prosecution. Under the
POBO, the consent of the Secretary for Justice is required
for the prosecution of any of the offences listed in Part Il
of the ordinance, including solicitation or acceptance of
advantages, bribery, corrupt transactions with agents and
possession of unexplained property.
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A nurse formerly working at a Community Vaccination Centre made false
representations about COVID-19 vaccine inoculation of six persons and
assisted them in obtaining vaccination records. The nurse and a citizen
pleaded guilty to conspiracy to defraud while two other citizens were
found guilty after trial. The defendants received jail terms ranging from
two to six months at Kwun Tong Magistrates’ Courts. In sentencing,
the magistrate said the offences were serious for the defendants had
breached the public trust placed on medical professionals and the
medical system, jeopardised the Government’s anti-epidemic efforts and
caused adverse effect to public health, warranting deterrent custodial
sentences

SOURCES OF CORRUPTION CASES

Corruption Complaints

Members of the public may report any suspected
corruption to the ICAC regardless of whether or not
substantial evidence is available. They are encouraged to
report corruption in person at the ICAC Report Centre or
any of the seven Regional Offices. Alternatively, they may
report corruption via the Complaint Hotline (25 266 366)
or by letter (GPO Box 1000). Directorate officers of OPS
consider all complaints on each working day to decide
whether to investigate or, where appropriate, refer them to
other government B/Ds or public bodies for action.
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While the public is encouraged to report corruption, it
is necessary to ensure that the report mechanism will
not be abused. Under section 13B of the ICACO, any
person who intentionally makes a false report to an ICAC
officer shall be guilty of an offence. Besides, the details
of a corruption investigation or the identity of the subject
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e TR o person are protected from being disclosed without lawful
authority or reasonable excuse under section 30 of the
POBO.
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OPS adopts a proactive strategy to detect unreported
corruption and identify corruption prone areas or sectors.
This approach demonstrates the ICAC’s determination
to seek out and eradicate corruption wherever it may be,
and is proven effective in uncovering serious cases of
SSRGS EE corruption in order to safeguard public interests.
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STATISTICS ON CORRUPTION COMPLAINTS

In 2022, OPS received a total of 1 835 corruption
complaints (excluding election complaints®), representing
a decrease of 429 complaints (or 19%) when compared
to the same period in 2021, while pursuable complaints
decreased by 300 (or 17%) to 1 438. A breakdown of
the corruption complaints in 2021 and 2022 by sector is
shown in Figure 4-1.
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Figure 4-1: Gorruption Complaints (Excluding Election Complaints)
Recorded by Sector in 2021 and 2022
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Election complaints refer to complaints alleging breaches of the ECICO (Cap 554).
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In 2022, the ICAC received a total of 179 election
complaints. Of the 176 pursuable complaints, 96 were
related to the 2021 Legislative Council General Election.

INVESTIGATIONS AND PROSECUTIONS

Investigations

In 2022, OPS initiated investigation on 1 408 new cases
(excluding election cases), representing a 17% drop when
compared to the same period of 2021. During the year,
1 582 cases were completed and 109 pending legal advice.
The numbers of cases carried forward and completed
in 2021 and 2022 are set out in Figure 4-2. Separately,
investigation of a total of 175 new election cases
were initiated in 2022. The time spent on outstanding
investigations is shown in Appendix 3.

BFX4-2: —S--SR-S._FHASEREY (FSIBEREHERY)
Figure 4-2: Statistics on Caseload in 2021 and 2022 (Excluding Election Cases)
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Time spent on investigating outstanding cases is shown in Appendix 3.
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Prosecutions and Cautions

Among the 215 persons prosecuted in 2022, 20 were
government servants, three from public bodies and
166 from the private sector, while 15 private individuals
were involved in corruption investigations concerning
government B/Ds or public bodies and 11 involved in

#1TEE OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT 4

election offences.
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A director and a former accounting clerk of a small and
medium enterprise respectively received jail terms of
33 months and 24 days and 36 months at the District
Court for conspiracy to defraud four banks of 83 loans
totalling over $102 million and banking facilities totalling
$31 million. In sentencing, the judge said the defendants
warranted deterrent custodial sentences for committing
serious crimes of using false documents to defraud
banks of substantial amounts of loans
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The guidelines issued by DoJ provide that upon legal
advice, a caution may be administered by the ICAC for
minor offences when it is not in the public interest to
prosecute. In 2022, among the 17 persons who were
formally cautioned, one was involved in an election case.

A breakdown of the number of persons prosecuted or
cautioned by the ICAC over the last decade is provided in
Appendix 4.
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A director of a garment accessories trading
company and a former purchaser of a garment
manufacturer were respectively sentenced to 22
and 17 months’ imprisonment at the District Court
for offering and accepting bribes totalling about
$8.4 million in relation to purchase orders worth
over $36 million placed with the trading company
by two garment manufacturers in seven years. In
sentencing, the judge said bribery was a serious
offence warranting a deterrent sentence. Given the
equal culpability of the bribe offeror and acceptor,
the court had to combat such corrupt practices in

the industry /
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A former district manager of an insurance company was
sentenced to 14 months’ imprisonment at the District
Court for deceiving the insurer into offering her a signing
fee of over $860,000 by submitting false income proof
which exaggerated her total income by over $1.5 million
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Two former senior staff members of a post-secondary institution
were respectively sentenced to 15 and 10 months’ imprisonment
at the District Court for conspiracy to solicit an employment from
an organisation in the beauty industry with abuse of office. In
sentencing, the judge reprimanded the defendants for abusing
their official capacities for personal gains, which undermined the
reputation of the institution. The judge added that the offence
committed by the duo was serious in nature, warranting a deterrent
sentence
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An applicant of the Community Care Fund (CCF) was
sentenced to five weeks' imprisonment at the Magistrates’
Courts for bribing staff members of the CCF Secretariat
in relation to his application for an allowance. In
sentencing, the magistrate said the CCF programme was
set up for low-income families. The defendant’s resorting
to bribery when applying for the allowance caused
unfairness to other applicants. Given the seriousness of
the offence, a custodial sentence was warranted
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A Woman Police Constable was sentenced to nine months’ imprisonment
at the Magistrates’ Courts for soliciting an unauthorised loan of $1 million
from a complainant of a theft case and accepting a loan of $60,000 from
an arrestee of a fighting case. In sentencing, the magistrate reprimanded
the defendant for soliciting and accepting advantages respectively from
a suspect and a witness of criminal cases which affected her impartiality
when carrying out her official duties and undermined the reputation of
the Police, adding that the case was serious in nature
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A former consultant of the Centre for Health
Protection (CHP) was sentenced to 31
months’ imprisonment at the District Court
for misconduct in public office and fraud by
abusing his official capacity for personal
gain in tuberculosis drug testing and other
services worth over $4.2 million provided
by CHP to three international and overseas
health organisations. In sentencing, the
judge said the offence which covered a long
period and involved a substantial amount of
money was a serious breach of trust

The numbers of prosecutions, cautions and warnings in
2022 recorded by types are shown in Appendices 5 to 7.

Referrals

During the year, the ICAC referred 340 complaints of non-
corruption nature to relevant government B/Ds or public
bodies, details of which are provided at Appendix 8.

DISCIPLINARY AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE
ACTION AGAINST GOVERNMENT SERVANTS

On the recommendation of ORC, reports on alleged
misconduct of 116 government servants were forwarded to
the heads of government B/Ds concerned for consideration
of disciplinary and/or administrative action in 2022. Cases
involving 83 government servants (including 34 in referrals
made in 2022) were completed in the year, resulting in
disciplinary action taken against 62 government servants
(including 29 in referred cases in 2022).
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REPORT CENTRE AND DETENTION CENTRE

Report Centre

The Report Centre receives reports and handles
enquiries from the public on a 24-hour basis. Reports
and enquiries made to the Regional Offices are also
referred to the Report Centre for handling. In 2022, 71%
of the complainants identified themselves when reporting
corruption.

—EC_FNESHRARASE (FaEERNHR)
Figure 4-3: Mode of Reporting Corruption Complaints in 2022 (Excluding Election Complaints)
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Detention Centre

OPS provides comprehensive detention facilities as the
power to detain arrested persons is provided for in section
10A(2) of the ICACO (Cap 204). Persons under detention
will receive a Notice to Persons Detained showing the
rights and entitlements of persons detained as set out in
the ICAC (Treatment of Detained Persons) Order (Cap
204A). This Notice is also displayed in detention cells,
interview rooms and various conspicuous places in the
Detention Centre.

In 2022, OPS arrested 495 persons, 32 of whom were
government servants, as compared to 507 arrested
(including 18 government servants) in 2021.

Justices of the Peace visited the Detention Centre on 24
occasions in 2022 and received requests or complaints
from detainees. Every visit is reported to the Justices of
the Peace Secretariat, detailing the requests or complaints
made by detainees and the follow-up actions taken
accordingly. These visits ensure that the detention facilities
of the ICAC are subject to external monitoring.

Referred by government
bureaux/departments
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Thirty representatives from local and
overseas law enforcement agencies
attending a nine-day Financial
Investigation Specialist Training
organised by the ICAC

LEE=
REAMNRTBESLEBRT R_F—F
FRMPREBH/NE TR (BEBEER
BRTEL) (455 F ) RIBRF WE K
BRWEENTE UHERLPHNILRER &
ETFTHFT_PE-BEE14.76 BITH
EEBRBEZIRG EREEREBEFRANEG
B\ EEDSTRFIA 4.287 BTEE-

HEAN IRIR BRI BE R BID) (58201 &) 5
TAC IR BREAMZEFR BRI EEREAE
ﬁ% EHMNEE - BRE_ZE__F1T_HAE:"
#MEZE6,638 BITMEEZZROIEERZ

PR

QUICK RESPONSE TEAM

The Quick Response Team deals with minor cases,
enabling other investigation teams in OPS to focus on
cases of substance and complexity. Notwithstanding
the minor nature of the cases, the investigation reports
concerned are submitted to ORC for scrutiny. In 2022,
investigation on 180 new cases were initiated by the Quick
Response Team, representing 13% of the pursuable cases
received (excluding election cases) in the year.

FORENSIC ACCOUNTING

Established in 2011, the Forensic Accounting Group (FAG)
comprises dedicated Forensic Accountant Grade officers
with professional qualifications and extensive forensic
accounting experience. It provides support to investigating
officers in dealing with cases of increasing complexity
from a financial perspective. The support includes the
provision of expert opinion in court in relation to financial
and accounting matters, conducting financial analysis
and investigation, and assisting in search operations and
interviews. FAG officers also conduct training courses for
OPS officers as well as law enforcers and regulators from
local and overseas agencies to enhance their skills and
knowledge in financial investigation.

PROCEEDS OF CRIME

To intensively combat corruption and related crimes, the
ICAC established the Proceeds of Crime Section in 2010
to deal with restraint, disclosure and confiscation of assets
under the Organized and Serious Crimes Ordinance (Cap
455) in order to deprive criminals of their crime proceeds.
As at the end of December 2022, assets valued at $1.476
billion continued to remain restrained, of which assets
amounting to $428.7 million were restrained following the
making of eight restraint orders during the year.

In accordance with section 14C of the POBO (Cap 201),
applications may be made to court by the ICAC to restrain
assets in the possession or under the control of suspects.
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As at the end of December 2022, assets valued at $66.38
million continued to remain restrained under the POBO.

Being an inter-governmental body dedicated to preventing
global money laundering and terrorist financing, the
Financial Action Task Force (FATF) recommends
jurisdictions to identify, assess, understand and mitigate
money laundering and terrorist financing risks specific to
them. To address the risks, Hong Kong has put in place a
robust and effective regime conforming to the international
standards set by the FATF. While a comprehensive risk
assessment is conducted periodically to examine money
laundering and terrorist financing threats facing the territory
and its business community, continued efforts are made
to explore optimised initiatives to address these threats by
individual sectors.

Hong Kong published a risk assessment report in July
2022 on completion of the second money laundering and
terrorist financing risk assessment. The ICAC, being one
of the key stakeholders in the assessment, proactively
provided information and data for assessment of the
corruption-related money laundering threats.

WITNESS PROTECTION

The success in criminal investigation and prosecution
always hinges on whether the witnesses can testify in
a safe and uninterrupted manner for the prosecution in
criminal proceedings. In this regard, witness protection
programmes are established and maintained in
accordance with the Witness Protection Ordinance
(Cap 564) to provide protection and other assistance to
witnesses whose personal safety or well-being may be at
risk as a result of acting as witnesses for the ICAC. The
Commission has a dedicated section and specially trained
officers to deal with matters concerning witness protection.

OPERATIONAL LIAISON

The ICAC is committed to forging partnership with
various sectors in its fight against corruption. To this end,
regular operational liaison is maintained with government
departments and public bodies to facilitate effective
communication. In 2022, senior officers of OPS continued
to hold liaison meetings with the disciplined services and
individual government departments to discuss matters
of mutual interest. In August, the Head of Operations
briefed the politically appointed officials of the current-
term Government on the importance of maintaining a clean
government and civil service, while an Assistant Director
of OPS promoted the probity culture to civil servants
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The Head of Operations sharing ICAC’s
experience in integrity management and
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At a thematic workshop on integrity management under
the Ethical Leadership Programme, the ICAC briefed Ethics
Officers of government bureaux/departments on recent criminal
and disciplinary cases and elaborated on the importance of
prudent financial management for civil servants

under the Ethical Leadership Programme in October. The
Head of Operations also shared the ICAC’s experience in
integrity management and corruption cases concerning
civil servants with the senior officers of the Customs and
Excise Department upon invitation in November, and
delivered integrity training to directorate and senior officers
participating in the Advanced Leadership Enhancement
Programme at the Civil Service College in December.

Directorate officers of OPS and the Prosecutions Division
of DoJ meet regularly to exchange views on legal and
enforcement issues warranting concern. The meeting held
in June 2022 was co-chaired by the Head of Operations
and the Director of Public Prosecutions.
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Meanwhile, sustained efforts are also made to enhance
communication with public bodies. During the year, OPS
stepped up collaboration with the management of a
number of public bodies including the Hospital Authority,
the Hong Kong Jockey Club, the Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology and the Airport Authority Hong
Kong through meetings or seminars to consolidate their
probity culture by optimising their integrity management
systems and enhancing staff awareness of corruption.

Concerning the private sector, OPS strives to maintain
constant liaison with the finance and insurance industry,
and collaborative efforts have been made in conjunction
with the financial regulators including the Securities and
Futures Commission (SFC), the Accounting and Financial
Reporting Council (AFRC), the Hong Kong Monetary
Authority and the Insurance Authority to combat corruption
concerning the industry. The ICAC signed a Memorandum
of Understanding separately with the SFC and the AFRC
years ago to strengthen cooperation in areas such as
law enforcement and internal training. In a joint operation
mounted by the ICAC and the SFC in late 2022, a number
of core members of a sophisticated syndicate suspected
of operating ramp-and-dump schemes were arrested.
Besides, in view of the large number of corruption
complaints concerning the building management and
the construction industries, OPS has maintained regular
liaison with the related stakeholders including the Property
Management Services Authority (PMSA), the Urban
Renewal Authority (URA) and the Construction Industry
Council to strengthen enforcement efficacy.

As building management remained top of the list of
corruption complaints in the private sector, the ICAC
maintains close liaison with the industry’s stakeholders,
including the PMSA and the URA, to strengthen corruption
resistance through law enforcement, prevention and
education. The ICAC also stays alert to the corruption risks
in the building renovation subsidy schemes, and continues
to take vigorous enforcement action against corruption
and related offences concerning building management by
adopting a two-pronged strategy through investigation and
evidence gathering to bring the corrupt to justice, as well
as early intervention action to alert property owners to the
potential risks. In early January 2023, the ICAC mounted
a large-scale operation concerning property management
and building renovation, which successfully neutralised
a sophisticated corrupt syndicate. The investigation
concerned 10 building renovation projects involving
contract sums totalling over $500 million, with some of
the projects involving over $1 million in bribes. As building
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In November 2022, OPS first sent officers to attend a meeting
of the Global Operational Network of Anti-Corruption Law
Enforcement Authorities under the auspices of the United
Nations

5T Notes

? MOBERRRERAEIRBEBREN -

management is closely related to the people’s livelihood,
the enforcement action well demonstrated the ICAC’s
resolute determination in protecting the interests of the
public.

INTERNATIONAL AND MAINLAND LIAISON AND
MUTUAL ASSISTANCE

The International and Mainland (Operational) Liaison
Section of OPS is responsible for maintaining effective
operational liaison and cooperation with international,
the Mainland of China (the Mainland) and Macao anti-
corruption and law enforcement agencies. During the
coronavirus pandemic, OPS made effective use of
technology in conducting liaison meetings. While the
pandemic situation has gradually subsided, OPS sent
officers to attend international conferences and provided
mutual case assistance in person. During the year, the
Section successfully arranged for ICAC officers to carry
out investigations in Macao and assisted law enforcement
officers from the Mainland to interview witnesses in Hong
Kong.

Pursuant to the Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal
Matters Ordinance (Cap 525), the United Nations
Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) and the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime, authorised ICAC officers may assist in conducting
enquiries into corruption-related matters in response to
requests from overseas law enforcement agencies and
judicial authorities. In 2022, the ICAC handled 13 such
requests, while assistance was received from overseas
counterparts to handle two requests from the ICAC.

The Commission attaches great importance to
collaboration with its counterparts from other jurisdictions
as well as international and regional organisations in
preventing and eradicating corruption. In particular, the
ICAC, in the name of Hong Kong, China or as a member
of the Chinese delegation, has been participating in
various international organisations, including the Global
Operational Network of Anti-Corruption Law Enforcement
Authorities (GlobE Network)® under the auspices of the
United Nations, the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
Anti-Corruption and Transparency Experts Working

—FARABI RETFEBERUMRE RIEB BN KT FT B B

A BR(BAERBRAKN) NAENERHER EEIMITEETER-

The GlobE Network, established in June 2021, offers a platform to facilitate information exchange and transnational cooperation
among the anti-corruption and law enforcement authorities around the world to ensure that the States Parties to the UNCAC are
equipped with a quick, agile and efficient tool for combatting corruption.

53



CERITRERBRE LURTMERRT
NRESERSREBAOBHEABRA
SSTENEHE -

=Gk Y

BhEE

ERNEERBRREAL L EEABBEE
FEFERARRBEFEXR A AT —
RoPREDFARABIN HMASFAERR
RN ETFEE (NEREERE) B8 EEET
FEEH EBENATE T HRESE
ER ZERIBAERERDNEFEIE
0 175 Bt P B 5 B P IR BN A B A EE B4k
MEE - " F N E82EZIET
B WERELN1 000 BRENSTFEE B
P  EEE R 300 JKAr Tl (NHEE
3 EEBMCHEER) o s ZNATRE
HEth 2z MR EMNEARSESRHE
DEZREMR B E BRI e
BREBH

BEBNEAIEIRAERERINREN
BETEE
The Computer Forensics Section supporting frontline

investigators in retrieving and analysing data contained
in seized digital device

AN

MEBEAHAR RESEBSH EHH
FHEPMAN TE R LRE A AE
RIfEME-

A #1TE OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT

Group, the Economic Crime Agencies Network and the
Anti-Corruption Initiative for Asia Pacific jointly managed
by the Asian Development Bank and the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Computer Forensics

The advancement and penetration of information
technology (IT) has made it an integral part of people’s
daily lives and in the delivery of commercial activities
and public services. Criminals are no exception. They
exploit IT or electronic devices, such as smartphones,
to communicate and even carry out illicit activities. The
Computer Forensics Section hence plays a pivotal role in
providing support to frontline investigators in retrieving,
securing and analysing electronic data to identify valuable
information for investigation and producing admissible
evidence in court. In 2022, the Section took part in
operations and processed about 300 terabytes of data
(equivalent to about 300 million computer files) contained
in about 1 000 seized digital devices. The Section also
maintains close liaison with other law enforcement
agencies and the IT industry to keep abreast of the latest
technological development and trend in IT and computer
forensics.

The ICAC has incorporated artificial intelligence in the
operational systems to keep pace with the cutting-edge
technology for continuous enhancement of investigation
and work efficiency.
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Information Technology Support

The Information Technology Management Unit provides
professional IT advice and support including the
formulation of IT strategy and information security policy
for the ICAC. The Unit is committed to maintaining a
secure, reliable and stable IT infrastructure to facilitate the
daily operation of the Commission. Meanwhile, constant
development and enhancement of the application systems
are conducted to streamline the ICAC’s administrative and
investigative processes and to enhance work efficiency
in meeting the evolving IT and operational needs. To
address the new operational requirements arising from
the coronavirus pandemic, the Unit has also equipped the
ICAC with suitable facilities to help officers organise and
attend online meetings and events.

STAFF DISCIPLINE

Internal Investigation and Monitoring

The ICAC’s Internal Investigation and Monitoring Group
(L Group) is responsible for investigating breaches of
discipline and allegations of corruption against ICAC staff,
as well as non-criminal complaints against the ICAC or its
staff. Operationally, L Group is under the direct command
of the Director of Investigation (Private Sector) who reports
to the Commissioner.

Appointed by the Chief Executive, the ICAC Complaints
Committee monitors and reviews all non-criminal
complaints against the ICAC or its staff, and advises on
optimisation of the ICAC’s operational procedures.

All complaints of corruption and related criminal offences
against the ICAC staff are referred to DoJ for advice. Every
allegation is examined and considered to decide whether
there is sufficient basis to warrant a criminal investigation
and whether the investigation should be carried out by L
Group. All criminal investigations completed by L Group
are reported to ORC, while other cases are referred to the
appropriate authorities for investigation.

During the year, there was no complaint of corruption and
related criminal offences concerning ICAC officers that
required investigation.

Non-Criminal Complaints Against ICAC or its Staff

During the vyear, 17 non-criminal complaints made
against the ICAC or its staff were processed. Four of the
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A 16-week induction course provided for the newly
appointed Assistant Investigators
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complaints were received in 2021 and the remaining 13 in
2022.

Of the four complaints received in 2021, three were found
unsubstantiated, and the remaining one was still under
investigation by the end of the year.

All 13 complaints made against the ICAC or its staff
received in 2022 were found unsubstantiated.

TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT

In order to meet the public demand for a clean society, the
Training and Development (T&D) Group is committed to
providing training and impetus for the development of anti-
corruption professionals with the highest level of integrity and
competence.

T&D Group is responsible for:

= recruitment of departmental grades staff in OPS;

= provision of training in investigative skills and legal
knowledge, etc., for officers of various grades;

= formulation of career development policies,
including the Mentoring Programme for young
investigating officers; and

= development and maintenance of the Information
and Knowledge Management System in OPS.

Training provided for newly recruited Assistant
Investigators spans a two-and-a-half year period which
is split into three induction courses totalling 24 weeks
interspersed with on-the-job training. A 16-week induction
course commencing in April 2022 provided 28 recently
appointed Assistant Investigators with comprehensive
training covering a wide range of subjects, including the
application of laws, rules of evidence, investigative skills,
computer forensics, financial investigation, interviewing
techniques, physical fitness and team building.
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The Mentoring Programme, which has entered its first decade, aims to pass on the torch through wisdom sharing and knowledge transfer
where both mentors and mentees can benefit from mutual learning

N\

REATBASTAENEELREZEZEAE Il To enhance leadership and professional capabilities
GRBRANTNERYTEAFEF AT EIEMm of serving investigating officers, T&D Group organised
LB T CERATTFEESER Investigators’ Command Course 2022 for newly promoted
investigators.

(REARHNEEBFITHREZAEZER

Z2%E) ((BERTE)) R-S-SEX With the implementation of the Law of the People’s
B+ OELE EEA2TEEAET &R Republic of China on Safeguarding National Security in
SN ) ; the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (NSL) on
%z%ﬁfﬁzgﬁ%ﬁﬁ;;ﬁfﬁz iﬁﬁ%g 30 June 2020, the ICAC bears the responsibility and shall

N perform its duties in safeguarding national security. In
ARE - REBRBUAE (FBHEZL) 6 this regard, NSL has been included in the syllabuses of
X RAERRNEREE induction courses and examinations in respect of internal
regular training programmes and promotion exercises.
ICAC officers are required to have a full understanding of
é’;‘j‘@%%’%%&:ﬁ i i (R ZE A R the NSL provisions and the significance behind enactment
BEEBRIITREEZERRZTE2E) of the law.

A Senior Counsel delivering a talk to ICAC officers
on the Law of the People’s Republic of China on
Safeguarding National Security in the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region
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OPS held the first-ever joint anti-corruption workshop
for Postgraduate Certificate in Laws (PCLL) programme
students from the University of Hong Kong, the Chinese
University of Hong Kong and the City University of Hong
Kong between October and November 2022. Targeting
the future pillars of the legal profession, the workshop,
highlighting the importance of the rule of law and the
joint efforts for combatting graft, reinforced the students’
understanding of Hong Kong’s anti-corruption regime and
the ICAC’s law enforcement work.

HITRREBRBE-EBE
X KRERE B H AR
FEEXRBEELRBRK
BHE

OPS conducting an anti-
corruption workshop for
Postgraduate Certificate
in Laws students from the
University of Hong Kong, the
Chinese University of Hong
Kong and the City University
of Hong Kong

In December 2022, T&D Group and FAG of OPS jointly
conducted Financial Investigation Specialist Training for
30 representatives from OPS, other local law enforcement
agencies and regulators, as well as its Southeast Asian
counterparts specialising in the fight against corruption and
financial crime. Through the nine-day specialist training
course focusing on financial data analysis and the trend
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of illicit fund tracing, participants gained knowledge of
financial investigation and its latest development, and had
exchanges essential to fostering closer partnership among
the agencies.

During the year, a number of in-house courses, seminars
and professional knowledge workshops with an
accumulated attendance of 2 774 officers were conducted.
The training covered a diverse array of subjects including
regulatory technology in anti-money laundering, the civil
service disciplinary mechanism, obtaining evidence from
mobile devices, cyber security, technology crime and
forensic investigation as well as safeguarding national
security.

Furthermore, 100 officers from OPS benefited from local
external courses organised by other institutions. As travel
restrictions were in place amid the pandemic, 48 OPS
officers attended online training courses provided by
overseas institutions and law enforcement agencies. While
the pandemic situation has gradually subsided, three OPS
officers participated in training organised by overseas law
enforcement agencies.

Training Facilities

The ICAC Building is equipped with modern training
facilities, including a shooting range complex, a multi-
purpose hall, a gymnasium, computer training rooms, a
mock court, and video interview training rooms. The ICAC
Training Camp in Tuen Mun has full classroom facilities,
mock rooms for operational skills training such as arrest
and search scenarios and an outdoor high event challenge
course.
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