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The year 2024 marks the golden jubilee of the
establishment of the Independent Commission Against
Corruption (ICAC). Over the past half century, the ICAC
has been fighting corruption with all-out efforts, bringing
about significant transformation to Hong Kong from a
corruption-plagued city to today's city of probity and
winning international acclaim. Through the tripartite
partnership with the International Association of Anti-
Corruption Authorities (IAACA) and the Hong Kong
International Academy Against Corruption (HKIAAC),
coupled with Hong Kong's unique advantage of being
"backed by the motherland and connected to the
world", the ICAC has strengthened collaboration with
anti-corruption counterparts worldwide, contributing
significantly to the global anti-corruption cause.

President Xl Jinping, in his speech at the fourth Plenary
Session of the 20th Central Commission for Discipline
Inspection of the Chinese Communist Party, emphasised
that "one must not pause or compromise on the path
against corruption”, and promoted the principles that
"people do not dare to, are unable to and have no
desire to commit corruption". This further solidifies the
determination and confidence in the anti-corruption battle.
President Xl's important speech is truly reflected in ICAC's
zero tolerance towards corruption.
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The ICAC will surely carry out its duties in accordance
with the policies and development of our country by
combatting corruption at full throttle and upholding Hong
Kong's integrity and rule of law, thereby providing a solid
support for maintaining persistent peace and economic
development in Hong Kong. ICAC officers are determined
to firmly safeguard national sovereignty and security and
maintain Hong Kong's long-term prosperity and stability
with full and faithful implementation of the principle of "One
Country, Two Systems". We will also strengthen international
liaison, tell the good stories of Hong Kong and showcase its
achievements under "One Country, Two Systems".

CELEBRATING GOLDEN JUBILEE AND MISSION
CONTINUES

During the year, the ICAC organised a series of celebrative
events in commemoration of 50th anniversary of the
ICAC under the theme "Fighting Corruption: The Mission
Continues". These included the Running Gala, the ICAC
50th Anniversary Reception and Establishment Ceremony
of HKIAAC, the 8th ICAC Symposium, the Open Day, and
the premiere of ICAC Investigators 2024, etc. We shared
with all sectors of society our hard-earned anti-corruption
achievements over the past half century. At the same time,
these events highlighted to all citizens in Hong Kong and the
international community our unwavering commitment and
determination to continue our mission against corruption.

BREHEEH—REIRWEZERL 1 000 ZRKAETH
FRRFEENTRESMN ‘RELTRAFEHM
Commissioner, along with other officiating guests and about

1 000 citizens from different sectors and age groups, joining
the ICAC 50th Anniversary Running Gala
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Chief Executive commending
the ICAC for its significant
contributions to Hong Kong's
sustained prosperity and
stability as well as our
country's development at
the ICAC 50th Anniversary
Reception and Establishment
Ceremony of HKIAAC
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Commissioner making cameo appearance for the first time in the flagship TV drama series ICAC Investigators 2024 to

support publicity work
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HONG KONG INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY
AGAINST CORRUPTION

With the support of the country and the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region Government, the ICAC
established the HKIAAC on 21 February 2024. The
mission of the HKIAAC is to organise professional training
programmes for graft fighters from around the world and
local public and private organisations, and to provide an
exchange and research platform for experts and scholars
worldwide. Through the HKIAAC, the ICAC showcases
to the international community the determination and
achievements of Hong Kong in fighting corruption, and
promotes global anti-corruption collaboration.
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Chief Executive and Commissioner,
along with other guests, officiating
at the plaque unveiling ceremony of
HKIAAC

In December of the same year, the HKIAAC was accredited
as a Qualifications Framework (QF) Level 5 operator by
the Hong Kong Council for Accreditation of Academic
and Vocational Qualifications, being qualified to offer the
"Professional Diploma in Anti-corruption” programme at QF
Level 5 (pitched at the same QF Level as a local bachelor's
degree). The accreditation fully affirms the professionalism
and credibility of the training courses organised by
the HKIAAC. Thereupon, the HKIAAC offered the first
accredited programme with a duration of 20 weeks to 50
newly-appointed officers. This programme aimed to equip
participants with professional knowledge and skills, and build
their capacity for effectively combatting corruption in Hong
Kong. It comprised training modules covering anti-corruption
regimes in the Mainland, Hong Kong and other parts of the
world; anti-corruption laws and enforcement procedures;
investigation and evidence collection skills and techniques;
corruption prevention strategies; anti-corruption education
and publicity, etc. | look forward to seeing more and more
new bloods in graft-fighting to carry on the anti-corruption
mission with unwavering commitment after passing-out.

In just a year's time after establishment, the HKIAAC has
conducted 34 overseas and local strategic professional
anti-corruption training programmes for a total of about
2 600 participants. For international training, capacity building
programmes were tailor-made for anti-corruption agencies
(ACAs) of 10 countries across the globe'. Moreover,
training programmes were organised in Hong Kong in
collaboration with international/regional organisations such
as the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC),

'BEAE - HERHAD  MERLME - BRAL  FEMK  BE - hHE - B2E - BEREE -

Including Greece, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mongolia, Panama, South Africa and Thailand.
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New graft fighters pledging to Commissioner
their commitment to the anti-corruption mission
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31 representatives from
local, Mainland and overseas
law enforcement agencies
completed the ICAC's three-
week "Leadership and
Executive Development
Programme"
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Namely Peking University, Tsinghua University, the University of Hong Kong and the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology.
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the "Asian Development Bank and Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development - Anti-Corruption
Initiative for Asia and the Pacific" and IAACA, covering
topics such as financial investigation and cross-boundary
asset recovery, leveraging innovation and technology
in fighting and preventing corruption, "Leadership and
Executive Development Programme", etc. In addition, the
programme of "Professional Anti-corruption Training in Major
Infrastructure Projects" was conducted for representatives
of ACAs of 13 Belt and Road countries to cater for with the
development needs of these countries/regions.

As for local training, the HKIAAC strategically offered
tailor-made anti-corruption training programmes targeted
for senior managerial staff of different sectors. To align
with specific needs, the HKIAAC partnered with relevant
professional bodies to co-organise the programmes, thereby
enhancing their practicality. Various sectors, including banking,
accounting, construction, property management, insurance,
sports, etc. have actively participated in the programmes.

As regards academic studies, the HKIAAC launched a
number of anti-corruption research projects together with
four of the universities® with which respective Memoranda of
Understanding (MoU) were signed, and proactively fostered
on-site exchanges among staff and scholars, so as to
strengthen the theoretical basis for integrity development.
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THREE-PRONGED APPROACH AS HOLISTIC
ANTI-CORRUPTION STRATEGY

Looking back over the past 50 years, the ICAC has been
fighting corruption at the forefront without fear or favour
with the three-pronged strategy combining enforcement,
prevention and education despite all the challenges. We
continuously achieve breakthroughs and foster international
cooperation among ACAs worldwide in the common fight
against corruption.

In 2024, the corruption situation in Hong Kong remained well
under control. The civil service and public bodies were generally
honest and trustworthy, while a clean and level playing field
for business was maintained for the private sector. The ICAC
received a total of 2 058 corruption complaints (excluding
election complaints®) during the year, representing an increase
of 3% (57 complaints) when compared to 2 001 complaints
received in the same period of 2023. Complaints involving
government departments, public bodies and the private sector
respectively accounted for 23%, 7% and 70% of all corruption
complaints, similar to the pattern in the previous year.

Corruption is a highly insidious crime which is difficult to
detect. With the rapid development of technology and gradual
increase in cross-border activities, the modus operandi of
criminals is becoming more sophisticated. For all the time, the
ICAC has remained committed to its mission and continuously
improved its professionalism with the use of technology, with
a view to pursuing each and every corruption case vigilantly
with perseverance. In 2024, 207 persons involved in 104
cases were prosecuted (similar to 2023), and 119 persons
were convicted. The person-based and case-based conviction
rates were 76% and 84% respectively. In addition, 18 persons
were cautioned for breach of minor offences®.

Clean Civil Service

A clean civil service lays a solid foundation for maintaining
public confidence in the Government as well as a stable
and prosperous society. It is also a key factor enabling
Hong Kong to advance towards its new chapter "from
stability to prosperity". During the year, despite there
were individual civil servants (a total of 16) prosecuted for
corruption and other offences, the civil service remained
clean and honest with no sign of resurgence of syndicated
corruption, and full assistance was rendered by the
relevant departments during the ICAC's investigations.
All these were proof of the entrenched probity culture in

RESHIESHER (R (HERIEEITR) KB1) (5554 %) MR -
Election complaints refer to complaints alleging breaches of the Elections (Corrupt and lllegal Conduct) Ordinance (Cap 554).
‘BRE_SNERE  ERURERERAB BT BERBEN -

Election cases were excluded in the calculation of the number of persons prosecuted, convicted and cautioned in 2024.
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The ICAC signing
Memorandum of
Understanding with the
Competition Commission
to enhance collaboration in
combating corruption and
anti-competitive conduct
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the civil service. To support the Government in enhancing
"governance capability" and "governance efficacy",
the ICAC strengthened collaboration with government
departments to raise their governance standards through
tailored advice, thus ensuring the integrity and impartiality
of government servants and increasing their alertness to
corruption risks.

Level Playing Field for Business

Regarding corruption complaints in the private sector, the
three subsectors recording the most complaints remained
to be building management industry (complaints went down
to 509 from 544 in 2023), construction industry (complaints
went up to 190 from 131) and finance and insurance industry
(complaints went down to 140 from 142).

Although the building management industry recorded a
decrease of 6% in corruption complaints, it was still the
industry with the most complaints in the private sector.
In 2024, the ICAC and the Competition Commission
collaborated in enforcement action for the first time and
conducted two joint operations, resulting in the neutralisation
of a newly rising syndicate engaged in corruption and
bid-rigging of building maintenance projects. During
the operations, 25 persons were arrested, including the
mastermind and backbone members of the syndicate,
project contractors, project consultants, middlemen,

members of Incorporated Owners and staff of property
management companies. The companies and individuals
concerned were alleged to have engaged in corruption
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IBKC MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING SIGNING CEREMONY -
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and anti-competitive activities, whereby they manipulated
the tendering exercises of building maintenance projects,
exaggerated contracts sums, assisted associated contractors
in securing maintenance projects and consultancy contracts,
and manipulated project supervision and project payment
release. Such joint operations demonstrated the determination
of the ICAC and the Competition Commission in cracking
down on corruption and anti-competitive activities in building
maintenance, and in safeguarding a clean and level playing
field for the industry. Furthermore, the ICAC entered into
MoU with the Competition Commission in December 2024
to strengthen cooperation in the areas of case referral,
intelligence exchange, joint investigation, training and
research, etc. Since building management and maintenance
has a direct impact on the general public, the ICAC will
continue to watch out for such corruption cases which are
closely related to people's livelihood, address the issues
through effective investigation and early intervention, closely
monitor corruption risks and alert flat owners accordingly. The
ICAC will also continue to maintain close collaboration with
other departments and related authorities to crack down on
illegal activities to safeguard the rights of property owners.

In recent years, the Government has implemented sector-
specific labour importation schemes to meet the local
manpower demand. Some of the imported workers worked in
the construction industry. In addressing the issues of imported
workers facing solicitation of illegal rebates and wage
exploitation by site supervisors over employment, the ICAC
adopted a zero-tolerance approach and took robust actions
against the unscrupulous practices. During the year, the ICAC
mounted several enforcement operations at the sites of major
infrastructure projects, leading to the arrest of 10 "gangers" of
subcontractors who allegedly solicited bribes from imported
workers. The fact that most of these cases were revealed
by the exploited imported workers coming forward to lodge
complaints demonstrated the effectiveness of ICAC's publicity
and education strategy and enforcement effects, thus gaining
the trust of the imported workers.

The ICAC has been maintaining close collaboration with
financial regulators such as the Insurance Authority and the
Securities and Futures Commission, including signing of
MoU and conducting of joint operation. Our aim is to combat
corruption and misconduct in the financial market and solidify
Hong Kong's status as an international financial centre. To
foster an integrity culture across industries and enhance
corporate compliance, the ICAC will continue to explore
opportunities to deepen collaboration with industry regulators
through signing of MoU as well as exploring possibilities in
areas such as case referral, joint investigation, training and
information exchange.
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BRMER ZEETBEBR LMD sectors to raise corruption prevention awareness and

FESTEGER "—&F—i8" 8% A enhance governance in the industries. We joined hands with
FHMEREGHE XRABAHMITRES the Chinese General Chamber of Commerce, Hong Kong
Bni#e "RAZE - BRIRITAR "HE (CGCC) to promote the "Business Sector Integrity Charter,
WE” BEXREFBHEHTHEXE -FIETITA to encourage member companies of the CGCC to adopt the

FAFR“BEHRNTE HBMEEARE "Integrity Management System" for upholding and enhancing
BB -BETIEMBERI M EEBHE the corruption prevention awareness and capabilities of
By HMH E B R RIERE s NERS the business sector, contributing to the building of a clean
JEETTA - business environment and the high-quality development of

the country. The launching ceremony of the Charter was
held in August 2024 where the first batch of participating
companies pledging to promote good governance were
presented with the statements of commitment.

Besides, the ICAC took a further step to launch the "Banking

Industry Integrity Charter" in October 2024 with an aim to
AHABTERFHES WASERE y miedny
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f Hong Kong underlining th nking industry' it of
Deputy Secretary for Justice and Commissioner, ot Hong o g unde 9 . © b? g_ dus y? .pursu °
together with Chairman of the CGCC officiating at and commitment towards Integrlty, while SUStalnlng Hong
the launching ceremony of the "Business Sector Kong's status as an international financial centre. It also tied
Integrity Charter"

in with the country's Belt and Road Initiative by strengthening

o collaboration between the Government and enterprises in
CCCC o preventing and combating corruption, thus contributing to
the building of a "Clean Silk Road". Participating banks were
required to promote a sound integrity culture, formulate a code
of conduct, assign an integrity officer to assist in implementing
good governance, provide integrity training to staff, and to
report suspected corruption, fraud and other illicit activities to
the ICAC or other law enforcement agencies promptly.
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Around 60 representatives
from 30 banks participating
in the launching ceremony
of Banking Industry Integrity
Charter
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Clean Elections

The ICAC is committed to ensuring clean elections by
taking robust enforcement actions to curb any acts that
might constitute offences of manipulating or sabotaging
elections. During the period of the 2023 District Council
Ordinary Election®, two persons who had allegedly
committed the offence of "inciting another person not to
vote, or to cast invalid vote, by activity in public during the
election period" under Section 27A of the Elections (Corrupt
and lllegal Conduct) Ordinance (ECICO) were arrested.
Upon investigation, they were charged within the year
and later convicted of the offence with each sentenced to
two months' imprisonment suspended for 18 months and
two years respectively. In another case, a geographical
constituency candidate of the 2020 Legislative Council
General Election®, who allegedly lodged a false election
return to the Registration and Electoral Office (REO)
and attempted to defraud the REO of election expenses,
contrary to section 20 of the ECICO, was sentenced to six
months' imprisonment upon conviction.

Under the new electoral arrangement upon improvement
of the electoral system and district governance structure,
the ICAC will, as always, remain steadfast and take robust
enforcement actions against any corrupt and illegal conduct
at future elections, including the Legislative Council General
Election to be held in late 2025, so as to ensure that the
elections are conducted in a fair, open and honest manner.

Youth Education

Another work focus of the ICAC is to groom for Hong Kong
a cadre of future leaders who uphold national identity and
global vision, embrace integrity and have a strong sense of
rule of law. In the past year, tertiary and secondary school
students participating in the IELITE Youth Leadership
Programme received a series of leadership training in Hong
Kong and the Mainland. They were engaged in various local
and international anti-corruption initiatives, gaining hands-
on experience of the ICAC's work in upholding the integrity
culture in Hong Kong, safeguarding the national security of
our motherland, and promoting international cooperation in
the anti-corruption mission. The iELITE Youth Leaders were
invited to participate in the 8th ICAC Symposium for the first
time, where they exchanged views with young speakers from
around the world on how young people could inject new
vigour to a global culture of integrity.

The District Council Ordinary Election was held in December 2023.

¢ RRDERHEEER 2019 SIRESRIERE BRHASAREE S —F+°"A%8T -
Due to the severe COVID-19 epidemic situation, the Government announced postponement of the Legislative Council General Election

until December 2021.
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of a short video series
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Based on the Policy Guide for National Anti-Corruption
Authorities on Meaningful Youth Engagement in Anti-
Corruption Work” and ICAC's experience in youth and
moral education, the ICAC developed a teaching module
for ACAs worldwide to demonstrate how young people
could be actively engaged in the anti-corruption cause. In
July 2024, supported by the UNODC, the HKIAAC jointly
organised an online seminar with the IAACA to introduce
the Guide to ACAs from various jurisdictions. In the
seminar, representatives from the UNODC, the ICAC and
ACAs in Greece, Kenya and Malaysia shared their practical
experiences in nurturing youth engagement in the anti-
corruption work.

Reform of Education and Publicity Strategy

Robust education and publicity efforts are the prerequisite
to attain our fundamental goal of sustaining a culture of
probity where people have no desire to commit corruption.
Bearing in mind that there is always room for improvement,
we comprehensively reviewed and reformed our publicity
and education strategy, and optimised the use of resources
through restructuring in 2024, to ensure that the ICAC
always stays close to the pulse of the society and can
deliver anti-corruption messages to the community more
accurately and effectively, thus enlisting their support.

During the year, | worked closely with my officers in
the Mass Communication Office to create some short
promotional videos. We shifted from the solemn production
style to a more light-hearted and engaging approach,
striving to resonate with the public with a fresh perspective.

T IHERRRBAE  ERRARH A RBAESRMERMBERATAFERE - TR _S_=F+_AEXESET (ERRERAN)

FBHEFOHSEINEILR M -

This guide was jointly developed by the ICAC, the IAACA and the UNODC, and promulgated in the 10th Session of the Conference of
the States Parties to the United Nations Convention against Corruption held in the United States in December 2023.
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One example was a short video series that showcased the
experience of eight university students from Hong Kong,
the Mainland and overseas as ICAC summer interns.
The series employed a relatable style and an innovative
approach to enhance public understanding of the ICAC's
work and encourage more aspiring young people to join
the anti-corruption cause. It quickly gained media and
online attention and once set a record-high viewership of
ICAC's social media posts.

Café "1974"

Another pioneering project is the transformation of the
ground floor lobby of the ICAC Building into an interactive
integrity education and publicity base — Café "1974".
Named after the year the ICAC was established, Café
"1974" combines education, publicity and the concept of
"ICAC coffee". It invites members of the public to freely visit
the ICAC, where they can explore closely the past, present
and future anti-corruption efforts of Hong Kong while taking
photos and savouring the signature "ICAC coffee".

Coffee in Café "1974" is served by a welfare organisation
on a non-profit-making basis. The coffee beans are sourced
from the Mainland and regions along the Belt and Road,
symbolising the spirit of collaboration between the ICAC
and the ACAs of the Belt and Road countries.

The in-house creative team of the ICAC produced a series
of short videos and posters to promote Café "1974" in
a ground-breaking style. The team managed the whole
project from conceiving the concepts, venue decoration, to
filming. The aim was to foster an invigorating atmosphere
during the celebration of ICAC 50th anniversary, so as to
enlist continued public support for ICAC's graft-fighting
efforts. In less than two weeks since its opening in mid-
November 2024, Café "1974" received over ten thousand
visitors, advancing the ICAC's community publicity and
education endeavours to new heights.
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“—RCPg” 0Nk B A B TS
Opening Ceremony of Café "1974"
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Ms Cally KWONG, a member of the Citizens Advisory Committee on
Community Relations, participating in the ICAC's production of promotional
video "In the Mood for Coffee" which attracted over a million views in the first
week of its launch
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National treasures — the

giant pandas becoming
star guests at Café "1974"
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Chief Executive and Commissioner, together with
other distinguished guests, officiating at the
opening ceremony of the 8th ICAC Symposium
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FOSTERING INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION TO
COMBAT CORRUPTION

In May 2024, the ICAC and the IAACA, of which | am the
President, successfully hosted the 8th ICAC Symposium,
where over 500 representatives from 180 anti-corruption and
law enforcement agencies of nearly 60 jurisdictions gathered
in Hong Kong to chart a new path to combat corruption.
During the event, IAACA adopted the historic Hong Kong
Declaration on Strengthening International Cooperation in
Preventing and Fighting Corruption, which was the first-ever
international anti-corruption declaration named after Hong
Kong, to call on international counterparts to stand united in
the mission to eradicate corruption and uphold the principles
set out in the United Nations Convention against Corruption
(UNCAC). The importance of adopting advanced technology
such as digitalisation to tackle the increasingly complex
corruption crimes was also emphasised.

The UNODC is an important partner of the ICAC in
the realm of international cooperation. Since signing
of MoU at the 8th ICAC Symposium in May 2024, this
strategic partnership has been further strengthened. In
September, | attended the 5th plenary meeting of the
UNODC Gilobal Operational Network of Anti-Corruption
Law Enforcement (GlobE Network), at which the "Beijing
Consensus on Law Enforcement Co-operation and Denial
of Safe Haven for Corruption” (Beijing Consensus)
was adopted, demonstrating the determination of the
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Commissioner cum President of |AACA
picturing with IAACA members following
adoption of the Hong Kong Declaration
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international community to strengthen law enforcement
cooperation in graft-fighting. During meeting, the
ICAC delegation held bilateral meetings with ACAs
of 12 countries and an international organisation to
strengthen collaboration in law enforcement, corruption
prevention and training. Moreover, the ICAC and the
UNODC also, through cooperation at various levels,
supported countries worldwide in enhancing their anti-
corruption capabilities. For instance, at the invitation
of the UNODC Regional Office for Central Asia, | led a
delegation to attend the "First Annual Conference of the
Regional Platform for Fast-Tracking the Implementation
of United Nations Convention against Corruption" in
Astana, Kazakhstan in October 2024 with the purpose of
promoting the implementation of the UNCAC in Central
Asian countries and enhancing regional collaboration in
combating corruption, after which a back-to-back training
programme was conducted for the representatives of
ACAs from Central Asia.

Furthermore, ICAC actively supports the country's
development strategy to build a clean "Belt and Road".
During the year, ICAC signed MoUs with ACAs of six Belt
and Road and other countries (Indonesia, Kazakhstan,
Maldives, Mauritius, Saudi Arabia and South Africa) to
provide a cooperation framework for combatting and
preventing corruption. In August 2024, at the invitation
of the National Commission of Supervision (NCS), an
ICAC delegation attended the "China (Yunnan)-Southeast
Asia Subnational Symposium on Belt and Road Integrity
Building" held in Kunming, Yunnan Province. They
exchanged with nearly 100 representatives from various
ACAs across Southeast Asia for the common goal of
building a clean and efficient business environment and
deepening international cooperation against corruption.
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ACAs during the GlobE Network meeting
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UNODC Executive Director Ms Ghada WALY visiting HKIAAC and
listening to a briefing by Director of Academy after signing MoU with

BHEZE ML FEITH GlobE MRS
LW E MRS (AemHLaE) M
HEGTF

Commissioner addressing the GlobE Network
meeting in Beijing, calling on participants to
support the "Beijing Consensus" and strengthen
law enforcement cooperation
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Commissioner exchanging views with representatives from overseas

COLLABORATION WITH MAINLAND AND MACAO
SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGION

The ICAC fully supports our country's development
strategies and anti-corruption policies and maintains
seamless cooperation with our counterparts in the Mainland
and the Macao Special Administrative Region (Macao) in
fighting corruption and integrity building. We also maintain
close enforcement collaboration with ACAs in the Mainland
and Macao and share our work experience through study
visits. During the year, | led delegations to the Mainland
on several occasions, for exchange with the central and
provincial authorities on the anti-corruption cause.
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Additionally, the ICAC actively integrates anti-corruption
experience of the Mainland and Macao with the training and
research platforms of the HKIAAC. The HKIAAC arranged
for overseas participants of our training programmes in Hong
Kong to visit the Mainland on several occasions during the
year to obtain first-hand information on the developments in
anti-corruption and other areas in our country. The HKIAAC
also signed MoU with Peking University, Tsinghua University,
and the University of Macau to facilitate personnel exchanges
and collaboration of anti-corruption research studies.

The Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA)
is an important development strategy of the country. To
maintain a clean business environment in the GBA, the ICAC,
with the support and coordination of the NCS, collaborates
with the Guangdong Provincial Commission of Supervision
and the Commission Against Corruption of Macao to
jointly develop a guide for doing business with integrity for
enterprises operating in the GBA.

MISSION CONTINUES FOR SCALING NEW
HEIGHTS

The abundant achievements of the ICAC over the past half
century are attributed to the support from the Government
and the general public, as well as the dedication and
commitment of generations of ICAC officers who made
outstanding contributions to the anti-corruption journey in
Hong Kong and built a solid foundation for the ICAC today.
Despite the fruitful results, we must not rest on our laurels.
It is essential that we stay vigilant and be prepared at all
times. We must adopt the mindset and attitude of innovation,
flexibility and professionalism, always pursue breakthroughs
and conduct reviews. In a complicated geopolitical
environment where the world is facing changes profound
and unseen in a century, all ICAC officers are determined to
rise to the challenges with perseverance and determination.
We would not only adapt to but also embrace change, and
keep up with the times for self-improvement in order to
continuously enhance our efficiency and capabilities.

Fighting corruption is both a national policy and a common
goal around the globe. Through the tripartite partnership
with the IAACA and HKIAAC, the ICAC will continue to push
forward and lead the anti-corruption cause globally and
contribute to our country's anti-corruption work, telling as
well the good stories of our motherland, "One Country, Two
Systems" and Hong Kong. ICAC's vision is "to become a world-
acclaimed exemplar in the graft-fighting arena, entrench the
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reputation of Hong Kong as a city of probity, and drive global
collaboration in anti-corruption efforts" such that corruption
has no foothold, the corrupt nowhere to hide, illicit proceeds
no place to reside, thus building a fair, just and clean society.

The anti-corruption journey is always a rugged one with
tough battles to fight. We would embrace the aspirations of
our predecessors when the ICAC was established 50 years
ago and join hands to achieve greater successes in the
next 50 years to come, thereby winning the protracted battle
against corruption.

CONDOLENCES

Lastly, | wish to take this opportunity to pay our utmost
tributes to the late Messrs Francis LEE Chun-sang and
Ken HO King-yeung, former Directors of Investigation who
passed away during the year. Mr LEE joined the ICAC in
1974 as one of the forerunners in anti-corruption work,
while Mr HO joined in 1996. Both of them witnessed the
overwhelming difficulties and challenges posed to graft-
fighting work in different times, and both devoted their lives to
the fight against corruption, making exemplary contributions,
leaving behind lasting footprints in the anti-corruption
history, and setting very good role models for us. While we
are deeply saddened by the loss, | wish to, on behalf of all
my colleagues, express our most sincere condolences to the
families of the late Messrs Francis LEE and Ken HO.








